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turned her attention to other matters. Both famine and
pestilence were at this time causing great suffering to her
people, and Catheime threw herself into a contest with these
evils with a fierce energy which seemed desirous of obliterat-
ing the memory of her bereavement by the most arduous
labours, buying corn and organising famine relief, establishing
dispensaries and hiiing doctors from other states, and found-
ing confraternities for the care of the sick and other charitable
purposes. Politics also demanded all hei abilities. The peace-
ful times of Italy had passed away, and a time oi turmoil
had succeeded in which her petty state threatened to be
crushed between more powerful neighbours She was divided
between her desire to keep in friendship with her uncle's state
of Milan and her ever-increasing sympathy with Florence,
This latter feeling was in 1496 strengthened by there coming
to her as Florentine envoy Giovanni de' Medici, known in
Florence as Giovanni "Popolano."

Catherine wanted a guardian for her inert and effeminate
son, Octavian; she also wanted a helper and adviser in her
precarious position as the female ruler of a state which every
power round her coveted; and she saw that ^he would have
once again to contract a marriage of policy She had always
felt an attraction for the Medici family, while Giovanni was
not only handsome and accomplished, but also showed much
political ability. So in 1497, about two years after Giacomo
Feo's death, she married her Florentine envoy, keeping it
secret as long as she could for fear of the wralh of her uncle,
Ludovico, Duke of Milan, who was constantly urging upon
her to have nothing to do with Florence. When at last he
plainly taxed her with intending such a marriage (after it
had already taken place), she denied it in the most barefaced
way, saying she was pained that her uncle should think it
possible she would ever take a husband without first con-
sulting him, or marry one of whom he would not approve.
However, eventually she had to acknowledge it, and then
managed with such ability to show the political advantage?